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Minutes of the
Meeting of the Parish Council Property Scrutiny Committee held on Wednesday 20th August 2025
At 10.00AM in the Cavendish Room, Creswell Events Centre
Present: 	
· Cllr Steve Smith (Chair)
· Cllr Paul Colbert
· Cllr Jim Wells

Also in Attendance: 		Jade Wilson (Clerk), Kimberley Walker (new Clerk), Tracy Shooter (Admin)
There was 9 Member of the Public (MOP) in attendance.

ECPC – 14/25PS	 To receive Apologies for Absence
None
ECPC – 15/25PS	 To receive any Declarations of Interest
Cllr J Wells declared an interest in Item ECPC – 20/5PSi.
ECPC – 16/25PS	  Public Participation (15 minutes)
The Chair invited members of the public to ask questions or raise concerns:
One public participant said she lives near the cemetery and did not like the orientation of the Phase 2 trench system, and that they should all face East. She added that maintenance workers should be respectful when strimming near people visiting graves and that strimmer cord had been left on the site. 
Another public participant (a Councillor) suggested that the Events Centre Manager is sent for Catering Training. All Councillors were in favour and this should be added to the next agenda.
Someone asked if there was a business plan for the Heritage & Wellbeing Centre (H&WC) moving forward. Councillors and the Clerk said an asset review was being undertaken, and they were unaware of any new business plan currently in progress.
A Councillor (sitting as an MOP) raised concerns about security in the parish office, including lone working and requested this be inspected.
An MOP reported that someone had broken the seat and the hedge needed addressing on Portland Avenue Community Area.
Another MOP asked about the state of the Bowling Club site. The Clerk gave an update on an agenda item to follow and said it may be recommended more quotes are sought for a clean-up, she reinforced the Financial Regulations 5.8-5.15. Additionally, an update was requested about the cemetery wall. The Clerk said she was awaiting approval from the insurer to instruct a contractor, and that they have had the quotes they required.

ECPC – 17/25PS         To agree the Property Committee Minutes from 23rd July 2025
It was proposed by Cllr J Wells that the minutes are approved and signed; with the exception of Item ECPC – 7/25PS, it was agreed at the Full Council Meeting on 31st July that this date (25th September) was not achievable and shall be deferred to a later date. This was seconded by Cllr Smith and agreed.
ECPC – 18/25PS         To agree a new date that the recommendations will be finalised and sent to Full Council (NALC Report)	
A new date was not determined as there was still information required from other organisations; there was a lot to consider regarding the H&WC. It was hopeful that it could be done for September/October, but either way it must be done in time for budgeting/precept requirement. Another Property Committee Meeting would be held in September.
ECPC – 19/25PS	To review the quotation received for the cleanup at the Bowls Club, to agree to get 2 more quotations and to recommend that Full Council accept the best quotation and approves the work.
The Clerk said one quote had been received and she needed 3 to comply with Financial Regulations. Cllr Wells said there may be another one on file from 2024, sent during the demolition discussion phase. The Clerk will look for this and Cllr Smith said he would approach another contractor.
Motion to vary business: 
Cllr Smith proposed that Item ECPC – 20/25 ii Community Hub/Youth Club should be moved to the last item of business and forewarned MOPs that he would propose this session is closed (that they be excluded) to consider commercially sensitive/confidential information. This was unanimously agreed by all members.
ECPC – 20/25PS          Parish Council assets/land (NALC Report follow-up)
a.) To discuss the continued ownership/lease/running of the following Parish Council facilities and make recommendations to Full Council on the future of each facility:

i. Heritage and Wellbeing Centre (H&WC)
Committee members studied the notes provided by the RFO. There was a discussion about costs and legal implications of all options available. It was agreed that the RFO should provide (for the next meeting if possible) costings and legal implications of the four options, once other organisations have gotten back to him. Options being: Close the centre, continue to run the centre, Close and re-develop the centre with change of use or sell it. 
Clarification is being (will be) sought from original grant funders, PWLB, redundancies legislation, BDC leisure, BDC planning, business rates, insurers, speculative contractors/quotes and architects/planners/consultants. There is much to consider for each option.
ii. Community Hub/Youth Club
Item moved.
iii. Markland Campus
The Clerk said another Football team had expressed an interest in using the site. Cllr Colbert said the pitch could be reconfigured to accommodate this. It was recommended that the Clerk / RFO look at the contracts from the current two clubs and review terms, and contact the new club to discuss requirements. It was also recommended that the Clerk / RFO contact Bolsover DC regarding their Tennis club/sessions and see if Markland could be used as an overspill for hire.
iv. Multi-Use Games Facility (Cricket Pitch)
A discussion took place regarding costs vs income from the facility. It was used by one Cricket Club. 
The Clerk updated the Committee about the Fun Fair in September.
v. Skinner Street Cemetery
There was a discussion regarding meeting the Undertaker to discuss future management of the site. Enforcement of the rules and regulations needed to be tightened up for maintenance purposes. It was also recommended that future graves should be facing East. 
vi. Events Centre
There was a discussion about the term lease expiring in 4 years. It was recommended that the RFO contact Welbeck Estates to discuss potential rent increases and new terms early so that Council can prepare.
vii. Bowls Club
This was discussed earlier in the meeting.
b.) To put in place a plan of audit / inspections for each property/asset/land
Cllr J Wells said all assets needed to be valued again. The Clerk also said a full insurance review of requirements would be done for renewal (October). She added that the Events Centre Manager supported the committee in undertaking stock checks at the Events Centre. It was agreed that the Multi-Use Area and Markland would be inspected by the committee prior to the start of the football season and any new contracts being issued.
ECPC – 21/25PS         To Discuss Open Spaces Issues within the Parish and agree any recommendations 
Cllr Smith said he had inspected the parks and requested they were visited. He asked for the bin to be moved on Buttercup Park and that the Hopping Frog needed to be inspected. The Clerk said that paint had arrived for the parks to be improved and that the war memorial was being addressed.
ECPC – 22/25PS         To Discuss any Cemetery Issues/Updates and agree any recommendations
It was agreed that a meeting should be arranged with the Undertaker asap. The Clerk, RFO, Admin and Property Committee members to attend.
ECPC – 23/25PS         The next Property Committee meeting will be Tuesday 23rd September at 10am.
It was resolved that members of press and the public are excluded for the remainder of the meeting, by reason of the confidential nature of the items of business to be transacted. This is in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and Schedule 12A (Access to Information) of the Local Government Act 1972.
ECPC – 20/25PS ii        Parish Council assets/land (NALC Report follow-up) – Community Hub/Youth Club
An report was received, prepared by the RFO.
A rental increase proposal was noted.
A request to sub-let/hire the building was noted.
It was resolved that the RFO should report back to the committee asap, once he has further information back on specific questions asked from Welbeck Estates. This relates to the terms of the lease and any potential sub-lease.

MEETING CLOSED 11.44AM
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