Resident 1

Due to the delay in the date of the meeting being published the questions are also late but they only require answers that are known to the parish without being looked up.

1st complaint the date of the meeting has been released to late for any questions to be put forward,

The date of the meeting has been publish since last April on the website Microsoft Word - Meeting Schedule for 2025 to 2026
It was also published on the previous meeting agenda and minutes. The agenda for this meeting was published on the noticeboard on Thursday 22nd January 2026 which is several days earlier then required in the 1972 Local Government Act:-

Schedule 12 (10) of the Local Government Act 1972 clearly states that an agenda has to be "fixed in some conspicuous place in the parish" and this has been taken to be a noticeboard or the office window - somewhere that can physically display the agenda.

The agenda was published on the website on Friday 23rd January 2026 which is also earlier than 3 clear days before the meeting.

There are also no requirements to issue questions in advance for electors of the Parish wishing to make representations in respect to any item on the published agenda.

2, why has there not been an update on the christmas decoration being stolen in Nov, we need to know if they are in place to be put up in Nov 2026,

The Police gave an update at the January meeting on the Christmas lights theft and said the only suspect was interviewed but no action was taken. A plan is in place to install Christmas lights this year as the budget was approved at the January Council meeting. 

3, who ordered 3 christmas trees for Elmton and only 1 for the bigger village of Creswell,

These were purchased by the Parish Council as they have been in previous years. As I understand this is where they are normally placed within Creswell.

4, what plans do the parish have for village now?, 

The Council does not formally have a five-year plan. However, it is considering an application for Local Council Award Scheme accreditation which may require a proposal developing. 

5 what has the parish done or doing to lift this financial burden that they have got the village into. 

ECPC – 52/25PS: Heritage and Wellbeing Centre review options.
Proposed, seconded and RESOLVED unanimously that the committee recommends to Full Council that Welbeck Estates are contacted to formally confirm their position in respect to the following options.
 Hand back the land complete with the building.
       Hand back the land with the building demolished.
      Change of use.
In addition, the inquiries are to include establishing a clear position from Welbeck Estates on the anticipated dilapidation costs on the Events Centre at lease expiry and potential terms for a lease extension.

ECPC - 95/25d) An update was given on the status of the Youth Centre. It was proposed, seconded, and RESOLVED unanimously that full Delegated Authority be given to the Clerk and RFO, to continue negotiations and sign any contracts, that they feel benefit the Council and Residents, and regular reports be made to the Full Council.
 
ECPC - 95/25e) To consider interest form a charity regarding the Heritage and Wellbeing Centre. The report was considered. It was proposed, seconded, and RESOLVED unanimously that full Delegated Authority be given to the Clerk and RFO, to continue negotiations and sign any contracts, that they feel benefit the Council and Residents, and regular reports be made to the Full Council.

Resident 2

1. Cemetery – orientation of new graves (Skinner Street)
Residents have raised concerns that the new graves at the top of the cemetery on Skinner Street appear to be facing a different direction to existing graves.
· Can the Council confirm whether this orientation was intentional?
The council has no policy of grave orientation. 

· Who authorised or sanctioned this change?
There has been no change of policy. 

· Was any policy, guidance, or consultation considered before the decision was taken?
There has been no change of policy. 

· If this differs from previous practice, can the Council explain the rationale?
There has been no change of policy. The rational for the trench system was to improve space utilisation. 
 
2. Health & Wellbeing Centre – role of parishioners in decision-making
Residents are concerned about the future of the Health & Wellbeing Centre, particularly given the level of public funding involved.
· Can the Council explain what formal role, if any, parishioners will have in decisions about the future of the Health & Wellbeing Centre?
The council has not resolved to hold any formal public consultation at this stage, but will continue to facilitate a period of Public Participation at each meeting and answer written questions on the subject where there are no commercial conflicts. 

· Has the Council considered any form of public consultation, engagement exercise, or indicative vote before making long-term decisions?
The council has not resolved to hold any public consultation at this stage, Councillors are already very aware of the public interest and views on the subject.   

· If not, can the Council explain why decisions of this scale are being taken without direct parish input?
Councillors are very aware of the public interest and views on the subject, the council continues to provide a period of Public Participation and answer questions where they are able to, however ultimately Councillors have to use their democratic mandate to make necesery decisions.  

3. Health & Wellbeing Centre finances – publication and scrutiny
Council papers and minutes have repeatedly referred to Health & Wellbeing Centre accounts as “to follow” or have noted them without detailed public breakdown.
· Can the Council confirm when a full, itemised set of Health & Wellbeing Centre accounts (including income, expenditure, staffing costs, and loan commitments) will be published for public inspection?
The quarterly cost submission by Bolsover District Council are uploaded to the Parish Council website and are in parallel presented to Council. The loan repayments are included in the monthly Parish Council accounts presented to Council and are uploaded to the Parish Council website. The annual public rights period to view accounts will be published after Financial Year End. 

· Will these accounts be presented as a standalone report to allow meaningful scrutiny, rather than as a short item within the Clerk’s report?
This item will remain presented under the finance section of the agenda where Councillors can ask questions on the details presented. In line with the Councils Public Participation protocol, at meetings where the accounts are on the agenda, Members of the Public can also ask questions on this item without any prior notice.
4. Financial reporting delays – impact on governance
Recent agendas have asked councillors to approve multiple months of bank reconciliations and statements of accounts in a single meeting.
· Can the Council confirm why financial reporting fell behind to this extent?
As reported to council, there have been issues with the new accounts software that the council used. This took the software company a considerable amount of time to fix the error with the system. Furthermore, new members of staff were not able to access the bank accounts until the necessary onboarding, checks and set up were completed.  

· Does the Council accept that approving several months of financial records at once limits effective oversight by councillors and the public?
Councillors are expected to examine all financial records irrespective of the number presented; the Council is happy to answer any question from Members of the Public that arises after further examination of the accounts.  

· What steps are now in place to ensure that monthly financial reporting is consistently restored and maintained?
The issue with Scribe Accounting system has been resolve and it is now anticipated that monthly accounts will be produced at each meeting going forward.
 
5. Property Scrutiny Committee – effectiveness of scrutiny
Minutes of the Property Scrutiny Committee show that many updates, including those relating to the Health & Wellbeing Centre and other significant assets, are provided verbally without written reports.
· Can the Council explain how effective scrutiny is intended to take place without written reports, action tracking, or recorded recommendations?
The Council has a finite resource, and its first priority is ensuring statutory compliance and ensuring all meetings have an agenda issued and minutes recorded as per the requirement of the Local Government Act 1972. On going efforts to respond to press enquiries, Freedom of Information Requests and public questions and enquiries continue to consume significant resources, with Freedom of Information Requests having statutory response times the council must adhere to. Producing additional written reports, whilst satisfying the other statutory requirements noted is not always possible within the restraints of Council's resources. Recommendations are recorded in the minutes and put forward to subsequent Full Council meetings, with action tracking recorded on the Clerks Priorities report which is regularly presented at Full Council meetings.  

· Will the Council commit to providing written reports for Property Scrutiny items, particularly where there are financial, contractual, or governance risks?
Where there are matters with these elements, it would be more typical for reports to be produced for Full Council given the Property Committee has limited delegated powers to deal with such matters.



