[image: ]



BIODIVERSITY POLICY | ADOPTED SEPTEMBER 2026



	Policy
	Date & Minute

	Adopted
	24.09.26 Min No 71/26 c

	Reviewed
	

	Review
	Annually





























1. Purpose

Elmton with Creswell Parish Council recognises the importance of protecting and enhancing biodiversity within the parish.
The Parish Council will seek to manage land and carry out its activities in a manner that supports wildlife, habitats and the natural environment, while taking account of the needs and interests of residents, visitors and the wider community.
This policy provides a framework for the Council's approach to biodiversity and nature recovery.

2. Legal and policy framework

The Council recognises its responsibilities as a public authority under the Environment Act 2021 and the strengthened biodiversity duty.

The Council will, where relevant to its functions:

· consider opportunities to conserve and enhance biodiversity;
· establish appropriate objectives and actions;
· take reasonable action to deliver those objectives;
· have regard to relevant national and local environmental strategies and guidance; and
· consider biodiversity when making decisions about Council land, maintenance, procurement and projects.

The Council is a parish council and is not itself the Local Planning Authority. Responsibility for determining planning applications and administering statutory Biodiversity Net Gain requirements rests with the relevant planning authority.
Where appropriate, the Parish Council will nevertheless consider biodiversity implications when responding to planning consultations.

3. Biodiversity objectives

The Council's objectives are to:

1. Protect existing habitats and wildlife on land managed by the Council.
2. Increase opportunities for native plants, pollinators, birds, insects and other wildlife.
3. Improve the ecological value of Council-owned or managed land where reasonably practicable.
4. Reduce unnecessary disturbance to wildlife.
5. Encourage environmentally responsible maintenance of grass, hedges, trees and other vegetation.
6. Support residents and community groups who wish to improve biodiversity within the parish.
7. Consider biodiversity in relevant Council decisions, projects and expenditure.
8. Raise awareness of biodiversity and encourage community participation.

4. Management of Council land

When managing Council-owned or controlled land, the Council will consider whether maintenance practices can be adapted to improve biodiversity without creating unreasonable safety, accessibility or operational problems.
Where appropriate, this may include:

· reducing the frequency of grass cutting in suitable areas;
· allowing areas of grass to grow longer during appropriate periods;
· creating or maintaining wildflower areas;
· planting native wildflowers and other suitable native species;
· maintaining areas of natural vegetation;
· avoiding unnecessary use of pesticides, herbicides and other chemicals;
· retaining suitable dead wood and natural habitat where this does not create a health or safety risk;
· protecting existing trees, hedges and other valuable habitat;
· maintaining ponds and other wet habitats where applicable; and
· introducing mowing regimes that provide greater benefit to wildlife.

Areas designated for biodiversity will continue to be managed in a way that maintains public safety, visibility, access and appropriate standards of amenity.

5. Trees and hedges

The Council recognises the importance of trees and hedgerows to biodiversity, landscape character and the local environment.
The Council will seek to:

· protect healthy trees and hedges under its control;
· replace trees where removal is unavoidable, where reasonably practicable;
· favour appropriate native species when planting new trees and hedges;
· avoid unnecessary removal or severe cutting during periods when this could disturb nesting birds or other wildlife; and
· consider biodiversity, safety and the long-term management requirements when selecting new planting.

Any works to trees will be undertaken in accordance with relevant legal requirements and, where necessary, professional advice.

6. Wildlife and habitats

The Council will seek to protect habitats and wildlife on its land.
Particular consideration will be given to:

· nesting birds;
· pollinating insects;
· bats;
· hedgehogs;
· amphibians;
· native wildflowers;
· mature trees and veteran trees;
· ponds and wet areas; and
· other species or habitats identified as being of local or national conservation importance.

Where protected species may be affected by proposed works, the Council will seek appropriate advice before proceeding.

7. Use of pesticides and chemicals

The Council will seek to minimise the use of pesticides, herbicides and other chemicals where practical.
Where chemical treatment is necessary for safety, maintenance or other legitimate purposes, the Council will ensure that it is used responsibly, proportionately and in accordance with applicable legislation and manufacturer instructions.
Alternative methods will be considered where they are reasonably practicable.

8. Procurement and contractors

Where the Council engages contractors to maintain land or undertake works that could affect biodiversity, the Council will, where appropriate, include biodiversity considerations within the specification or instructions.
Contractors will be expected to comply with relevant environmental, wildlife and health and safety legislation.
The Council will encourage contractors to use practices that minimise unnecessary damage or disturbance to habitats and wildlife.

9. Planning applications

The Parish Council will consider biodiversity when responding to planning consultations.
Where relevant, the Council may comment on matters including:

· loss of trees, hedgerows or habitats;
· opportunities for native planting;
· protection of wildlife corridors;
· habitat creation;
· green infrastructure;
· ecological surveys;
· protection of protected species; and
· appropriate biodiversity enhancements.

The Parish Council recognises that statutory Biodiversity Net Gain requirements are administered by the relevant Local Planning Authority and that the statutory framework requires, subject to exemptions, development to achieve at least a 10% increase in biodiversity value.
The Council will not seek to duplicate the statutory role of the Local Planning Authority.

10. Community involvement

The Council will encourage residents, schools, community organisations and local groups to support biodiversity.
Subject to available resources, the Council may:

· support community planting schemes;
· encourage wildlife-friendly gardens;
· promote pollinator-friendly planting;
· support local biodiversity projects;
· provide information through the Council website or other appropriate channels; and
· work with relevant environmental organisations and landowners.

11. Local knowledge and recording

The Council welcomes information from residents and local organisations about wildlife, habitats and biodiversity within the parish.
Where appropriate, the Council may support the recording of local species and habitats and use reliable local information to inform future decisions.

12. Council decision-making

When considering a proposal that may have an impact on biodiversity, the Council will consider:

· whether biodiversity will be affected;
· whether any adverse effect can reasonably be avoided;
· whether harm can be reduced or mitigated;
· whether opportunities exist to enhance biodiversity;
· the cost and practicality of proposed measures; and
· any relevant legal or professional advice.

Biodiversity considerations will be balanced with the Council's other responsibilities, including public safety, accessibility, maintenance, financial constraints and the needs of the community.

13. Responsibilities

The Parish Council has overall responsibility for this policy.
The Clerk will support the implementation of the policy and ensure that relevant biodiversity considerations are brought to the Council's attention where appropriate.
Individual projects may be delegated to a committee, working group, councillor or contractor where the Council has formally authorised such delegation.

14. Review of policy

This policy will be reviewed at least every three years, or earlier where there are significant changes to legislation, Government guidance, local environmental strategies or the Council's responsibilities.

15. Commitment

Elmton with Creswell Parish Council is committed to taking reasonable and proportionate opportunities to conserve and enhance biodiversity within the parish.
The Council recognises that small, practical measures, when undertaken consistently, can make a meaningful contribution to nature recovery and the quality of the local environment.
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